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THE FOLLOWING REPORT WAS PREVIOUSLY 


DISTRIBUTED AS © GIA PRELIMINARY x1 
HEE O/SSEMINATION NUMBERED | 


Premier Phibun Songgram was seized by Royal Thai Navy elemants during the 
ceremony of nanding over to him the former U.¢. Navy dredre Manhattan on 
29 June 1951. Phibun was removed by tender under guard, So far there 
has been no bloodshed.* 


29X1A 


cranaiee The information coituined in paragraphs 2 - below 

reporving & possible coup attempt was received shortly before that 
contained in paragraph 1 and will serve as backyround data of vossible 
significance in connection with the Premier's ahduction. 


A line-up of Thai Army and Navy factiona are organiaing with the intention 
of ousting the Phin Chunhawan-Phao Sriyanon group, ‘his coalition has 
Phibun's blessing if not actually his active support. The plottere 

will charge Phin and Phao with "cooperation with the Comunists" oi: 


Princess Poon Diskun has spcken of a forthcoming coup attempt. One of 

her informants, reported to be a young redical, stated that this affort 
would be a "blood bath". Prasert Phongsunthorn, 21ls0 known as Bunlon, 

also spoke of the possibility of a coup in July which ha believes would 
benefit the Pridi faction. 


A coup is in the making but no dstails are avaliable, 


a BE con. There is a possibility of Pridi's return in connection 
this se zure of Phibun. ; 


Document} No. Per ae See ae nee 
No Change Jn Clas: ae 2% 


Arenivict c. 


Next Review beawse + 


f 


Z 


= sdf H 7 
i é 
Approved rorreease noi £ i > 


t Peon ah . 
> Mcp ee on oe 


ie Approved For Release 2001/12/04 : CIA-RDP82-00457R008000720001-7. 


SECREY/CONTROL = U.S. OFFICIALS ONLY 


Fi Ban 


~id 


25X1A ++ EEE coment. This charge is apparently intended to prevent any. 
poss tty of Western misinterpretation of the coup. 


a BE corn20:. It is possible that pro-Comminists may infiltrate 
@ new group. 


a This coup may take place in July or Auguat 1951. 
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